
PROGRESSION OF ADDITION SKILLS in Key Stage 1 

Year 1 Add with numbers up to 20 
Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, 

equals, double, most, count on, number line 
Key skills for addition at Y1: 
• Read and write numbers to 100 in numerals, incl. 1—20 in words 

• Recall bonds to 10 and 20, and addition facts within  20 

• Count to and across 100 

• Count in multiples of 1 2, 5 and 10 

• Solve simple 1-step problems involving addition, using objects, number 

lines and pictorial representations. 
 

Year 2 Add with 2-digit numbers  
Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, 

equals, double, most, count on, number line, sum, tens, units, partition, 

addition, column, tens  boundary 
Key skills for addition at Y2: 
• Add a 2-digit number and ones (e.g. 27 + 6) 

• Add a 2-digit number and tens (e.g. 23 + 40) 

• Add pairs of 2-digit numbers (e.g. 35 + 47) 

• Add three single-digit numbers (e.g. 5 + 9 + 7) 

• Show that adding can be done in any order (the commutative law). 

• Recall bonds to 20 and bonds of tens to 100 (30 + 70 etc.) 

• Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 and count in tens from any number. 

• Understand the place value of 2-digit numbers (tens and ones) 

• Compare and order numbers to 100 using < > and = signs. 

• Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and words. 

• Solve problems with addition, using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, involving numbers, quantities and measures, and applying 

mental and written methods. 

Video clips: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkW1Y11tGxw&list=PLQqF8sn28L9wjDm8u

JEJcRCDDoY6raPE_&index=3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uhymn4ESLPo&index=4&list=PLQqF8sn28L9

wjDm8uJEJcRCDDoY6raPE_ 

 

 

PROGRESSION OF SUBTRACTION SKILLS in Key Stage 1 

Year 1 Subtract from numbers up to 20 
Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, 

distance between, how many more, how many fewer / less than, most, least, 

count back, how many left, how much less is_? 

Key skills for subtraction at Y1: 
• Given a number, say one more or one less. 

• Count to and over 100, forward and back, from any number. 

• Represent and use subtraction facts to 20 and within 20. 

• Subtract with one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero. 

• Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using 

concrete objects (ie bead string, objects, cubes) and pictures, and 

missing number problems. 

• Read and write numbers from 0 to 20 in numerals and words. 
 

Year 2 Subtract with 2-digit numbers  
Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, 

distance between, how many more, how many fewer / less than, most, least, 

count back , how many left, how much less is_?, difference, count on, strategy, 

partition, tens, units 

Key skills for subtraction at Y2: 
• Recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number. 

• Recall and use subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use related 

facts up to 100. 

• Subtract using concrete objects, pictorial representations, 100 squares and 

mentally, including: a two-digit number and ones, a two-digit number and 

tens, and two two-digit numbers. 

• Show that subtraction cannot be done in any order. 

•  Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and 

subtraction, use to check answers. 

• Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words. 

• Solve problems with subtraction, using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, involving numbers, quantities and measures, and applying 

mental and written methods 

• Complete investigations and missing number problems                            

Video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCCLseBLBSo *Year 3: Add & subtract numbers with up to 3-digits. Introduce column addition 

and subtraction methods. 
 


